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Student Testimonials 

Philip is a delight to work with, giving freedom yet challenges to students of all levels, 
based in a deep knowledge of expressionistic landscape painting. 
 -Vcevy Strekalovsky, Hingham, MA 

I was nervous about plein air painting, since I had little experience doing it. I primarily 
worked from my own photographs. Philip took us to very interesting and challenging 
places to paint. I would be overwhelmed with the “world” but he explained how to 
focus on smaller areas, concentrating on shapes and values as well as composition. He 
began each day with a demo, which I enjoyed. He came to each painter during the 
painting session and made suggestions, gearing his comments to the individual 
painter’s ability and experience. The critique at the end of the workshop was 
invaluable. Not only did Philip comment on our paintings but he encouraged 
comments from the other participants. It was very helpful to hear what others said, and 
to see other paintings. I would definitely recommend Philip’s workshops to anyone. I 
now feel more confident about painting en plein air. 
 -Barbara Shelley, NYC and Trenton, ME 

When I first started taking classes I was frightened to death of putting myself out there 
with other, much better painters and a teacher whom I admired but did not know.  The 
first day Phil’s demeanor helped to relax my fears, he helped me to organize myself, my 
materials and my goals.  We were given opportunity to work independently with check 
in visits from Phil.  It seemed like he knew intuitively when I was headed down the 
wrong path and immediately offered me an exercise to refocus.  The group meetings at 
the end of the day have been very helpful because I not only learn from my own work 
but also from everyone else.  Over the years of classes Phil has added more to each 
class experience and I am confident that when I take a class with him I will be 
challenged, supported and encouraged to be myself. Thank you Phil for many 
wonderful painting opportunities, I have gained skill and knowledge with each 
encounter. 
 -Carol Michaud, Bangor, ME 
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I have taken several of your workshops and initially thought that they would be 
redundant but I was wrong.  Your different approaches to plein air, figure drawing  and 
still life kept each fresh and challenging.  I enjoyed each one and learned new concepts 
as well as reviewing old ones. 

One aspect of your workshops that I thoroughly enjoy is your calmness and patience 
with students. That feeling of calmness transcends the group and creates a very nice 
sense of camaraderie. 

I remember you stopped once during a lesson to demonstrate how to set up a French 
easel.  The student was unprepared and having a very difficult time. You explained  and 
demonstrated it in such a way that she was not embarrassed or insulted by it .  That  
sort exemplifies your teaching style.  Concepts are explained in such a way that are 
constructive and not intimidating.  
 -M. Beaulieu, Bernard, ME 

"After taking a workshop with Philip in July, I immediately sensed my approach to 
color and painting had changed. What’s more, I got over much of my plein-air 
painting phobia. You often fear what you don’t know or have never done. At my Art 
school, they didn’t offer plein-air painting courses in the regular curriculum. Yet, for 
many artists this is part of their regular practice. To have a professional artist show 
how one works outdoors and out-of-studio, was pretty much an epiphany for me.   
  
What’s wonderful about Philip’s instruction is that he often commences a class or 
workshop with an opening demonstration. It isn’t just about instruction from the 
sidelines, he teaches from example. One of the most beneficial lessons I’ve had in all 
of my Art education was watching Philip develop a painting from its very beginnings 
to its very end: It educated me about the “Process” of painting. For me, that was 
priceless." 
                    -M. Zamora, Freeport, Maine 

"After many years of dabbling in painting and drawing, I enrolled in a class with Phil 
with the objective of getting comfortable with the process of selecting a subject, 
sketching it out, and then going through the steps of creating the painting.  Phil was 
instrumental in my becoming comfortable with developing this discipline and 
overcoming a beginner's fear of putting something on the canvas.  As I am intuitive 
by nature, this discipline provided me with a more concrete means to achieve my 
goals.  Over the years since I first started with Phil, I have regularly taken subsequent  
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classes with him.  He has helped me mature through this process.  His teaching style 
is positive, reinforcing, instructional, and gifted." 
                    -Andy Carpentier 

"I wanted to get back into drawing again, so I took a basic drawing class with Phil.  He 
started gently and lead us through the class with an eye towards seeing--judging 
proportions, value, weight, etc. While each class was planned, he left room for 
spontaneity and class participation.  His manner is easy and criticisms are positive 
which I appreciated.  Very good for beginners to intermediate students."  
                    -Becky Whight, Ellsworth, Maine 

“I very much enjoyed the acrylic and watercolor workshops with Philip.  He not only 
provided helpful technical tips on how to work with the media; but he also helped me 
tap into my expressive side.  I highly recommend his workshops, and I welcome 
another chance to participate in one.” 
                    -J. D., Bangor, Maine 

“As a novice, I took Phil’s beginning and advanced acrylics class through Ellsworth 
adult education.  It was so much fun and very relaxing. I looked forward to each class 
and learned a great deal. Phil is a wonderful teacher and always found something 
positive to say about everyone’s creations.  He gave tips and pointers on our 
paintings very constructively. I plan on using the skills I learned and continue painting 
for enjoyment and relaxation.“ 
                     -Melinda, Ellsworth, Maine 

“I have really enjoyed being a student of Phil's over several years. He is a patient 
teacher with very good skills.” 
                    -Judy Madson, Brooksville, Maine
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